
“Perspective Changer”
Luke 24:1-35

Big Idea: Jesus is alive, which changes everything, so this Easter…

This Easter, let’s marvel at the mysterious miracle of the resurrection (4 & 12)
That first Easter Sunday, when the women had gone to the tomb to minister to the body of 

Jesus, they were met with a miracle. The stone was rolled away; the tomb was empty; and the 
angels of the Lord appeared before them with a message of life in the midst of a place of death. 
Jesus wasn’t there! Why would He be there in a tomb? He had told the disciples repeatedly that He 
would be raised from the dead on the third day. Jesus wasn’t in the tomb because He had risen! Can 
you imagine what the women must have thought and felt through this experience at the empty tomb 
that first Easter morning? They left with hope and excitement and went to tell the other disciples, 
who couldn’t or won’t believe the story that they told. However, Peter’s lack of belief didn’t stop him 
from going to the tomb to see for himself if the evidence at the tomb lined up with the women’s story. 
The linen that Jesus was wrapped in was empty, but just as the women had said, the body of Jesus 
was not in the tomb! Peter left, just as the women had, marveling and wondering at the mystery and 
the miracle of the resurrection that they had been told had happened. Today, we’ve heard the story 
of the resurrection of Jesus so many times that it’s no surprise. There’s often little marvel in our 
hearts. There’s often little wonder and perplexity over the mystery of the miracle of the resurrection. 
May that not be the case anymore in our lives! Lord, help us to marvel at the mysterious miracle of 
the resurrection this Easter.
1. In your group, imagine that you were at the tomb with the women or with Peter that first Easter 

Sunday. Make a list of the emotions and reactions that you would have likely experienced that 
day at the empty tomb. Why?

2. What were the women perplexed about? What was Peter marveling about? Have you ever been 
perplexed or marveled at the miracle of the resurrection? If so, when, and why?

3. How would marveling at the miracle of the resurrection of Jesus impact your devotional time and 
worship time with Jesus each day?

This Easter, let’s affirm our trust in the truth of God’s Word (6-7 & 27)
When the women were standing in the presence of the angels of the Lord, the angels asked 

them a great question: “Why do you seek the living among the dead?” The angels went on to remind 
them of the words of Jesus related to His death, burial, and resurrection. The implication was simple: 
Jesus had told them that this would happen, so they shouldn’t be surprised that it had happened! In 
a similar way, when Jesus talked to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, Luke told us that 
Jesus opened the Scriptures to them, pointing to how Moses and the Prophets all pointed to Him 
and to His work on the cross and in the resurrection. God’s Word made it abundantly clear what kind 
of Messiah Jesus would be, and Jesus in His own words, when on the earth, made it explicitly clear 
what His path to the throne would entail. The issue was not the lack of truth in God’s Word. The 
issue was — and often still is today — the lack of trust in the truth of God’s Word. The resurrection 
reminds us that God’s Word is true, and we can trust in His Word. The resurrection is the miracle of 
miracles that establishes our trust that sin and death have been defeated. The resurrection is the 
miracle of miracles that should firm-up and affirm our trust in the truth of God’s Word. Lord, help us 
to affirm our trust in the truth of Your Word this Easter.



1. Why do you think it’s important that the angels reminded the women about the words of Jesus 
regarding His death and resurrection?

2. Why do you think it’s important that Jesus used the Old Testament to reveal the reality of the 
Gospel to the disciples on the road to Emmaus?

3. Why is it important that the Old and New Testaments are referred to in this passage in 
connection with validating and pointing to the Lord Jesus?

4. Do you struggle with trusting God’s Word? If so, why? Do you know someone who struggles with 
trusting God’s Word? Pray for God’s work in opening His Word to you and/or to them. Pray that 
hearts would burn with the truth of God’s Word about the truth of Jesus.

This Easter, let’s confess that Jesus is Lord (3 & 34)
In the Gospel of Luke, there are many times that many people refer to Jesus with the title 

“Lord;” however, there is only one time in the Gospel of Luke that the name of Jesus is specifically 
connected with the title “Lord,” which is right here on the first Easter Sunday in Luke 24. The women 
who had gone to the tomb failed to find the body of the “Lord Jesus.” Jesus isn’t just a lord or a 
master, but Jesus is the Lord. Jesus is the Creator God of the Old Testament and the covenant God 
of the Jewish people. Jesus is the Promised Messiah of Israel and the Savior of the world. Jesus is 
Lord. The resurrection proved this fact, and the story in Luke 24 revealed the reality of the work of 
the Lord Jesus in leading people to true faith in Him through a true encounter with Him as the living 
Lord. By the end of chapter 24, the disciples on the road to Emmaus and the disciples in Jerusalem 
had all encountered the living Lord Jesus. By the end of chapter 24, the resurrection was more than 
just a possibility, it was a reality that was experienced by the followers of Jesus. By the end of 
chapter 24, there was no doubt in the hearts of the disciples that “the Lord has risen indeed…!” The 
resurrection requires the confession that Jesus is Lord. Jesus is Master and Ruler over everything, 
even the final and most unstoppable enemy of death. Lord, help us confess that You are Lord in our 
hearts. For those of us who are followers, help us to confess that you are Lord in our lives openly 
and prayerfully to others. For those who need to confess Jesus as Lord for the first time, help them 
to do so this Easter season.
1. If you are a follower of Jesus, have you confessed your faith in Him publicly through believer’s 

baptism? If not, why not?
2. If you are a follower of Jesus, what does it look like to confess Him as Lord in your life in a 

practical way in the things you do and say everyday as a spouse, parent, student, employee, 
etc.?

3. If you aren’t a follower of Jesus, what’s holding you back from confessing Him as Lord in your 
life? Are you willing to talk to your group leader or to a friend who is a believer about your 
questions related to confessing Jesus as Lord in your life?

4. Pray for our faith family to confess Jesus as Lord in all that we do, and pray for miracles of 
salvation with many lost people in our community putting their trust and hope in the Lord Jesus.

This Easter, let’s believe and tell others that Jesus is alive (5 & 34)
The question the angels asked that first Easter morning in the tomb was a question that got 

to the heart of the issue: Faith! Why would the women expect Jesus to be there? The answer was 
simple: They had not understood and believed the words of Jesus related to His resurrection. The 
call for faith began there. Before the women saw Jesus, they were expected to believe in the words 
of Jesus. His promise was sufficient because His Word never fails. Jesus fulfilled His Word related to 
His resurrection, and hundreds of people validated and verified that He had risen form the dead. For 
you and for me today, it should be easy to believe, and for you and for me today, it’s still essential 
that we believe. The starting point is faith. Lord, help us believe in Jesus without doubt and without 
waver. Help us believe in Jesus with such confidence and conviction that like these disciples on that 
first Easter Sunday, we can’t keep our belief to ourselves, but we must go and tell others that Jesus 
is alive!
1. Discuss the evidence that there is — that you know of or can identify — of the resurrection of 

Jesus. With all of the evidence for the resurrection, what holds people back from believing?
2. Are you excited about the resurrection? If so, who can you tell this week? Commit, pray, and tell!


